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I love it when someone takes their passion 
and runs with it, and the TwinStomp Booster 
pedal is just that; developed, manufactured 

and marketed by gigging guitarist Adam Betts 
in response to his need for two switchable clean 
boosts in one pedal, to allow him to keep his 
guitar tone (Les Paul into a 100W non‑master 
volume Marshall), but to set a clean rhythm 
sound, a crunchy rhythm sound and a boosted 
lead sound. The resulting TwinStomp Booster 
pedal is an implementation of a tried and tested, 
freely available MOSFET clean boost circuit, and 
places two circuits (one hotter than the other) 
in one box, with bypass and A/B switches, plus 
a couple of level controls and indicator LEDs.

Construction
When you first take this pedal out of its box, 
there’s a great vibe about it. The case is a very 
weighty, fairly crudely cast, silver‑painted affair 
that reminds me somewhat of the bodies of 

cheap, early ‘80s 
Russian microphones. 
Compared to the polished 
and painted cases that adorn my other effects 
pedals, it looks a bit amateurish, but that is part of 
its attraction. However, it does have some unique 
and eminently practical features.

First, the little non‑slip rubber feet can be 
removed from the case lugs to allow you to screw 
it onto a pedalboard — no more Velcro! Secondly, 
it has an on/off switch. This feature should be 
compulsory on all pedals that use batteries, 
as it means that if you so desire you can leave 
your guitar lead plugged in all the time without 
draining the battery. Finally, the TwinStomp 
carries a (patent applied for) battery holder with 
a ring‑pull operated battery release system, 
which lets you replace the TwinStomp’s battery 
without undoing any screws.

The pedal’s top surface carries the bypass 
and Channel 1/2 footswitches, their associated 
indicator LEDs, individual gain controls for each 
channel and the On/Off mini toggle switch. The 
LEDs are cleverly configured so that when the 

pedal is in bypass, the selected channel 
LED is dimmed, so you always know 

which one will be active when you come 
back in. The front edge carries the PAF battery 

holder, and the rear edge has the In and Out jack 
sockets and the 9V DC socket. This DC socket 
is a very high‑quality one and emphasises the 
component quality that this pedal features. On 
the left‑hand side of the pedal is where you’ll find 
the serial number stamped into the case itself. 
The TwinStomp’s legending looks as though it has 
been hand‑stamped into the pedal’s surface, and 
this, together with the fairly crude appearance of 
the casting, gives it a homemade vibe.

The sounds
In keeping with its design criteria, the TwinStomp 
Booster doesn’t do anything except make your 
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Designed and built 
in the UK by a gigging 
guitarist, the TwinStomp 
Booster aims to get the best sound 
from your guitar/amp combination 
without any coloration.

MOSFET boost pedal

If you need two channels of clean boost in 
one pedal to get your guitar sounding the 
way you want it, this is the only one that we 
know of that has them. Handmade in the 
UK with quality components throughout, 
the somewhat funky external appearance 
is the only negative thing about it. Great if 
you need it, expensive if you don’t.
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guitar louder — no tone shaping, no distortion; 
just a simple increase in volume by a maximum 
of times five in Channel 1 and by a maximum of 
times 13 in Channel 2. The sound is wonderfully 
clean and open, and this pedal would also have 
applications in the acoustic guitar world, where 
the last thing you want is distortion. There is one 
minor operational weakness in the TwinStomp, 
and that is that mostly all the action happens in 
the last 50% of the gain control’s rotation, so you 
haven’t got as fine a control over the boost level 
as you might expect.

Plugged into the input of my Fender 
VibroKing, the TwinStomp happily drove my Strat 
and Les Paul into crunch and distortion without 
in any way changing their basic tonality, and that 
is precisely what it is designed to do. If anything, 

I’d have liked 
a little more 
level available 
for my Strat 
(which has old, weak, but 
gorgeous‑sounding pickups), 
and I was pleased to see from the brochure 
that TwinStomp will provide other boost levels 
to special order. Switching was noise‑free and 
there isn’t a bad thing to be said about its audio 
performance.

Simply the best?
I spent a bit of time trawling the web for another 
two‑channel, clean boost pedal and I just 
couldn’t find one. There are several that offer two 
channels, but without exception all incorporate 
some form of tone control or distortion into 
one or both channels, and none do what the 
TwinStomp Booster does. This means that the 
TwinStomp Booster is the leader in a field of one, 
and that makes it the best twin‑channel clean 
boost pedal available today. Joking apart, it is the 
only pedal that I know of that does this job, and if 
that’s what you need, this is it.

However, the TwinStomp Booster certainly 
isn’t a cheap pedal, and at its retail price it is up 
against plenty of pretty serious alternatives for 
those of us who want boost, but don’t necessarily 
want to be restricted to only having a clean 

boost. Nowadays, there are plenty of pedals 
that feature clean boost along with some kind 
of distortion circuitry, and I fear that TwinStomp 
are going to have a bit of difficulty against 
these in the general gigging guitarist market. 
Currently, the Booster is only available direct from 
TwinStomp. However, they do offer a four‑week, 
money back guarantee, so you can buy and try 
with confidence. As every pedal is hand‑built and 
comes with its own individual Test Certificate, 
you certainly shouldn’t have any operational or 
reliability problems.

Conclusion
The well‑built, high‑quality TwinStomp Booster 
does exactly what it is intended to do, providing 
two switchable channels of pristine clean boost 
at levels that will happily drive most amplifier 
inputs into crunch and distortion. Its appearance 
may be a little funky, but that belies the obvious 
care and quality components that have gone into 
its production. It is relatively expensive, but if you 
need what it offers, it’s cheap at the price, as there 
is no alternative!   

TwinStomp Booster
�Twin‑channel MOSFET active boost • 

circuit.

�Boost factor: x5 (Channel 1), x13 • 

(Channel 2).

�On/off switch to conserve battery life • 

while plugged in.

�Patent Applied For battery holder.• 

�Test Certificate supplied.• 
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